Winnipeg Food Policy Council: An advisory body comprised of individuals from all aspects of Winnipeg’s food system.   It meets regularly to raise and discuss food-related challenges and opportunities, and to develop and recommend policies, programs and services toward the creation of a just and sustainable food system. 

Our Vision: A just and sustainable food system for the city of Winnipeg. 

Our Mission: To achieve a food secure city of Winnipeg characterized by a food system that:

A. Ensures equitable physical and economic access to adequate, safe, and nutritious foods for all citizens, particularly low income citizens and children.

B. Produces, processes, distributes, and sells food in a way that is economically, socially, and environmentally sustainable and equitable.

C. Fosters human and environmental health, community economic development, and the local agricultural economy.

Our Principles: Principles inherent to the establishment of a Winnipeg Food Policy Council include:

Leadership and strong commitment to information sharing, consultation and participation in policy-making at all levels – from politicians, senior managers and public officials. We expect City Council buy-in and participation in a food policy council.

Objectivity – All citizens and representatives that make-up the food policy council should have equal treatment when exercising their rights of access to information and participation. Membership of a food policy council should be wide ranging and reflective of the expertise contained within our City and Province.

Rights – Citizens’ right to access information, provide feedback, be consulted and actively participate in policy-making through a food policy council must be firmly grounded in a by-law. 

Clarity – Objectives for, and limits to the mandate of a food policy council should be well defined from the onset. The respective roles and responsibilities of citizens (in providing input) and government (in making decisions for which they are accountable) must be clear to all.

Resources – Adequate financial, human and technical resources are needed if public information, consultation and active participation in policy making through a food policy council are to be effective. We expect a food policy council to be staffed and have access to resources to conduct effective consultation exercises and to hire expertise to supplement any informational deficiencies.

Coordination – A food policy council can embark on initiatives to inform, request feedback from and consult citizens and coordinate across government units to enhance knowledge management, ensure policy coherence, avoid duplication and reduce the risk of consultation fatigue among citizens and civil society organizations. Coordination efforts through a food policy council should not reduce the capacity of government units to ensure innovation and flexibility and in fact will attract capacity amongst senior levels of government and the community-at-large.

Accountability – The City of Winnipeg and a food policy council would have an obligation to account for the use they make of citizens’ inputs received through feedback, public consultation and active participation. Measures to ensure that the policy-making process is open, transparent and amenable to external scrutiny and review are crucial to increasing government accountability overall.

Evaluation – Governments need tools, information and capacity to evaluate their performance in providing information, conducting consultation and engaging citizens, in order to adapt to new requirements and changing conditions for policy-making. Benchmarks should be set and progress measured. For a food policy council, a logical first step would be to assess Winnipeg’s food system.

Active citizenship – The City can benefit from active citizenship and a dynamic food policy council, which can take concrete actions to facilitate access to information and participation, raise awareness, strengthen citizens’ civic education and skills, as well as to support capacity building among other civil society organizations and the private sector.

Our Mandate: 

A. Advise the City on food system matters.
B. Consult with the community on food system matters.
C. Examine the operation of the local food system.
D.  Identify and integrate food policy issues that fall between cracks of established departments and research specialties.
E. Develop and recommend coordinated municipal food policies, programs, and services to address food policy issues and improve the operation of the local food system.
F. Monitor and evaluate progress of municipal food policies, programs, and services.
G. Act as a bridge between citizens and government officials as well as between government departments.
H. Work to promote relationships, coordination, and communication between all partners in the food chain, from field to table.

I. Increase public awareness of food policy issues by helping to organize, advertise, and deliver food-related events and participatory workshops. 

J. Produce and/or promote food-related information, research, resources, and volunteer opportunities 
K. Build capacity and skills at the individual, community and organizational levels to tackle food security issues.

L. Develop, link and support local food initiatives.
